16.   NATIONAL EDUCATION

So many strange things have been said about my views on
national education, that it would perhaps not be out of place to
formulate them before the public.

In my opinion the existing system of education is defective,
apart from its association with an utterly unjust Government, in
three most important matters:

1.    It is based upon foreign culture to the almost entire ex-
clusion of indigenous culture*

2.    It ignores the culture of the heart and the hand, and
confines itself simply to the head.

3.    Real education is impossible through a foreign medium.

Let us examine the three defects. Almost from the commence-
ment, the text-books deal, not with things the boys and the girls
have always to deal with in their homes, but things to which they
are perfect strangers. It is not through the text-books, that a lad
learns what is right and what is wrong in the home life. He is
never taught to have any pride in his surroundings. The higher
he goes, the farther he is removed from his home, so that at the end
of his education he becomes estranged from his surroundings,
He feels no poetry about the home life. The village scenes are all
a sealed book to him. His own civilization is presented to him as
imbecile, barbarous, superstitious and useless for all practical pur-
poses. His education is calculated to wean him from his tradi-
tional culture. And if the mass of educated youths are not en-
tirely denationalized, it is because the ancient culture is too deeply
embedded in them to be altogether uprooted even by an educa-
tion adverse to its growth. If I had my way, I would certain-
ly destroy the majority of the present text-books and cause to be
written text-books which have a bearing on and correspondence
with the home life, so that a boy as he learns may react upon his
immediate surroundings.

Secondly, whatever may be true of other countries, in India
at any rate where more than eighty per cent of the population is
agricultural and another ten per cent industrial, it is a crime to
make education merely literary and to unfit boys and girls for
manual work in after-life. Indeed I hold that as the larger part of
our time is devoted to labour for earning our bread, our children
must from their infancy be taught the dignity of such labour. Our
children should not be so taught as to despise labour. There is